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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT 

A Practical Guide to Know-How 
 

Parties to the debate about know-how tend to agree that knowing how to , for any activity 

, is a matter of having a distinctively practical kind of knowledge regarding . They just 
disagree about how to characterize this knowledge. Intellectualists argue that know-how is 
practical propositional knowledge. And anti-intellectualists argue that it’s an intelligent ability or 
disposition that amounts to a practical kind of non-propositional knowledge. 
 
In four stand-alone papers, I establish a novel view of the debate and argue that it gives us no 
reason to think there must be a distinctively practical kind of knowledge. In a slogan, the view I 
develop and defend, Practical Intellectualism, is that all knowledge is practical knowledge. 
 
In ‘What is “Knowledge-How”?’, I show that the debate about know-how contains two 
explanatory projects. One is to characterize the state of S that makes claims like ‘S knows how 

to ’ apt. I call this the ‘Practical Knowledge Project’ (PKP). The other is to characterize the 
interaction between S’s state (their ‘know-how’) and their performance—to answer the 

questions, When S s, how does S’s know-how inform their -ing? What makes their -ing intelligent, 
when it is? I call this the ‘Intelligent Action Project’ (IAP). Broadly speaking, intellectualists take 
up PKP, and anti-intellectualists take up IAP. The upshot is that insofar as parties to the 
‘debate’ take up distinct explanatory aims, they’re not at odds about the nature of knowing 

how to , but about what ‘knowledge-how’ picks out: a state or its application. 
 
Establishing this view of the debate allows me to address two prominent patterns of objection 
and response. In ‘The Knowledge Objection to Know-How’, I confront a persistent objection 
to anti-intellectualism, which I call ‘the Knowledge Objection’, or KO. According to KO, anti-
intellectualism is an inadequate view of ‘knowledge-how’ because it equates knowing how to 

  with being able to  and thereby fails to amount to a view of a kind of knowledge, properly 
speaking. I develop and defend a novel response to KO: KO doesn’t apply because 
contemporary anti-intellectualism isn’t a view about ‘knowledge-how’. Anti-intellectualism is 
better understood as a view of what’s involved in our exercises of intelligence. 
 
The most persistent complaint against intellectualism, on the other hand, is that it over-
intellectualizes know-how. In ‘How to Over-Intellectualize Know-How’, I find that the worry 
behind this complaint is misplaced. The intellectualist runs no risk of over-intellectualizing 
‘knowledge-how’, since the risk arises at a point outside of the intellectualist’s purview: what it 
is to apply knowledge to action (IAP). Insofar as the intellectualist is invested in PKP, the 
concern that they ‘over-intellectualize knowledge-how’ doesn’t apply. 
 
The final paper, ‘There’s No Such Thing as Knowledge-How’, dispenses with the myth that 

knowing how to  is, or requires, a distinctively practical kind of knowledge. In place of an 
account of distinctively practical knowledge, I develop and defend a novel view of what makes 

‘S knows how to ’ apt. This is the view I call ‘practical intellectualism’: ‘S knows how to ’ is 

apt when S has the ordinary propositional knowledge they need in order to . Ordinary 
propositional knowledge is already practical in all the ways we wanted ‘knowledge-how’ to be. 
It turns out that there’s no such thing as ‘knowledge-how’. 


